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The terms “apostle” and “disciple” are often interchanged but in reality, have distinct

meanings. “apostle” is derived from the Greek “apostello,” meaning “to send forth.”

 “disciple” is derived from the Latin “discipulus,” meaning a “student” or “pupil.”

The term disciple is used in the Bible

to refer to students. Jesus had many

disciples, that is, devoted followers

who sought to learn from Him and

abide by His teachings.

An Apostle is someone chosen and sent

by God to preach the Good News of

salvation to the world. Jesus chose 12

apostles when he began his ministry and

sent them out to spread his teachings.

The 12 Apostles Disciples of all Nations

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that

I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

At the Ascension,

Jesus instructed

his 11 remaining

Apostles to go out

into the world and

preach, gathering

disciples to learn

Christ’s teachings.

Chapter 2 of the

Acts of the

Apostles records

how the Holy

Spirit descended

on the Apostles

during Pentecost

to empower them

to teach the Truth.

Although not one

of the original

Twelve, Paul is

called an Apostle. 

Paul the Apostle?

Mary Magdalene is sometimes referred

to as “Apostle to the Apostles.” She was

the first to know of Jesus’

resurrection upon arriving at the

empty tomb. Jesus said to her, “But go

to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am

going to my Father and your Father, to

my God and your God.’” (John 20:16-18)

In Chapter 9 of the Acts of the Apostles,

Paul was miraculously converted and

chosen by God to evangelize ”Gentiles,

kings, and Israelites” (Acts 9:15).


